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1. COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The purpose of AP World History is to foster an understanding of the evolution of global 
processes and contacts. This is achieved through a combination of selective factual 
knowledge and appropriate analytical skills.  The course highlights the nature of changes, 
international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons 
between major societies. The primary focus is on the last thousand years of global 
history; the course builds on and understanding of cultural, institutional, and 
technological precedents that set the human stage prior to 1000 C.E.  The course also 
focuses on the organizing principle of change and continuity from that point to the 
present.  Focused themes provide further structure to the course, along with consistent 
attention to contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of 
study. 
 

2. BOOKS:  
• Text:  Stearns, Peters & Adas Michael (2004). World Civilizations: the Global Experience                                                 
• Supplemental Reading:  

- Full Year: A History of the World in Six Glasses by Tom Standage (needed by 9/18) 
- 3rd Quarter: Red Scarf Girl: A Memoir of the Cultural Revolution by Ji-Li Jiang  
- 4th Quarter: Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys (a novel telling the story of Stalin’s purges)  

• Recommended Review Books: (Review books that can help students prepare the exam. Make sure it is 
the at least 2012 Edition because there have been changes to the course.) 

- AP World History Crash Course 
- AP World History 2016-Barron’s 
- AP World History 2016- Kaplan’s 

• Additional primary and secondary source material will be provided to students in class or on Loudoun 
Vision.  
 

3. SUPPLIES: Organization and note taking will be an integral part of learning in my class and I will assist students 
in developing these skills. The following supplies are needed: 

• 2 inch 3-ring binder 
• Loose-leaf paper 
• Pens, pencils and highlighters  
• Supplemental reading books 
• USB Flash drive (recommended)  

 
4. GRADING POLICY:  Students will be given a variety of assignments and assessments including tests, quizzes, 

projects, and essays. 
 

• Tests: Students should anticipate a test approximately once every four weeks, covering about four to six 
chapters of content.  Students will always have a week’s notice before a test.  

• Quizzes: Students can expect a reading quiz after every textbook chapter assigned for homework. 
Additional quizzes may to given to assess content taught during class time.  

• Essays: Students will write a variety of DBQ, Change over Time, and Compare and Contrast essays 
throughout the year.  

• Projects: Projects will include simulations, research reports, presentations, debates, maps, online 
assignments, timelines, etc.  

• Homework: Students are expected to complete outlines for every chapter. Additional homework will be 
assigned to cover supplemental readings and enhance writing skills.  Late homework is NOT accepted.  
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• Grade Weighting: 
Tests/Projects/Essays – 75% 
Homework/Classwork (includes reading quizzes) - 25% 

• Make-up work: If a student misses a class it is his/her responsibility to pick up missed work in the 
designated folder. Work that was due on the day the student missed class should be handed in on the 
day of his/her return. Students will have as many class days as they were absent to make up the work 
assigned during that time. Quizzes and tests should be made up within one week of the student’s return.  

• Late Work Policy:  Late homework is NOT accepted. Projects and essays will be penalized 10% each 
school day that they are late. Assignments must be handed in at the beginning of class to be considered 
“on time.”  

 
5. THEMES: AP World History highlights five overarching themes that will receive equal attention throughout the 

course:                                                                   
• Theme 1:  Interaction between humans and the environment 
• Theme 2:  Development and Interactions of Cultures 
• Theme 3:  State-Building, Expansion, and Conflict  
• Theme 4:  Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems 
• Theme 5:  Development and Transformation of Social Structures 

 
6. HABITS OF MIND: AP World History focuses on habits of mind or skills of the course: 

• Crafting historical arguments from historical evidence. 
o Historical argumentation 
o Appropriate use or relevant historical evidence 

• Chronological reasoning 
o Historical causation 
o Patterns of continuity and change over time 
o Periodization 

• Comparison and Contextualization  
• Historical Interpretation and Synthesis 
 

7. CLASSROOM PROCEDURES:  
• Regular attendance is crucial. Students are encouraged to email Mrs. Massey or check the website to 

stay on track. Unexcused tardies and absences will result in disciplinary action.  
• Electronic Devices – Texting is strictly prohibited during class time, however students may be able to use 

their devices for educational purposes at the teacher’s discretion.   
• Be on time. Use the restroom and stop at your locker BEFORE class. 
• Be prepared. Always have textbooks, notebook, paper, pens, and pencils with you.                                          
• All quizzes and tests can be made up before school or during study hall. If you are planning to make up a 

quiz or test let Mrs. Massey know at least one day in advance.  
      

8. ONLINE RESOURCES: The course calendar for each quarter is posted on Mrs. Massey’s Briar Woods High 
School Website. Additional assignments, PowerPoints, and resources will be maintained on Loudoun Vision. 
Frequent access to a home or school computer is important. Please let Mrs. Massey know if this is a concern. 

 
9. HONOR CODE: Students are expected to uphold the standards of the Briar Woods Honor Code printed in the 

student agenda. Plagiarism or cheating on any assignment will result in a zero.  
 

10. REMIND: Mrs. Massey will be using the Remind app to send out course reminders via text. Parents are welcome 
and encouraged to enroll as well. Directions can be found on Mrs. Massey’s website  
 

11. AP WORLD EXAM: Mark your calendars for the AP World History exam on Thursday, May 12th 2016 at 8am!   
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